33L ORIENTAL IDEAL OF TRUTH
Lord Gurzon has proclaimed in his Convocation address that "the
highest ideal of truth is to a large extent a Western conception", and that
"undoubtedly truth took a high place in the moral codes of the West before
it had been similarly honoured in the East, where craftiness and diplo-
matic wile have always been held in much repute". We commend the
following texts from Oriental Scriptures and Epics and other religious
and ethical works on Truth and Falsehood to His Excellency's attention,
and if Lord Gurzon has any regard for Truth and for the people of this
country, as we have no doubt he has, he is in honour bound as Viceroy
of India, as Chancellor of Calcutta University and as an English gentle-
man, to withdraw his baseless and offensive imputations:
Cross the passes so difficult to cross. Conquer wrath with peace; untruth
with Truth. The Sama Veda, Aranya-Gana, Arka-Pania,
Truth alone prevails and not untruth. Truth is the pathway which learned
men tread. It is by this path that the sages, satiated in their desires, have ob-
tained salvation in Him who is the infinite ocean of Truth, Mundaka Upa~
nishad, 111-1-6.
The very first injunction given to a disciple after he has taken the
sacred thread and entered upon his studies is:
Speak the Truth, observe duty, do not swerve from Truth* Tatitiriya
Upanishad) /-//-/.
According to Hinduism, Truth is the very essence of Brahma:
Brahma is Truth eternal, intelligence immeasurable.  Taittiriya^ //-/-/.
Speech rests on Truthj everything rests on Truth.   Therefore they call
Truth the highest: Mahanarayan Upanishad XXVIL L
There is no duty higher than Truth and no sin more heinous than untruth.
Indeed, Truth is the very foundation of Righteousness. Mahabharata,
Prince Rama is exhorted by a courtier priest to disown his father's
promise that he should be banished for fourteen years. But that Prince
of immortal fame, in the course of his reply, points out:
Truth and mercy are immemorial characteristics of a king's conduct. Hence
royal rule is in its essence truth, On truth the world is based. Both sages and
gods have esteemed truth. The man who speaks truth in this world attains the
highest imperishable state. Men shrink with fear and horror from a liar as
from a serpent. In this world the chief element in virtue is truth. It is called the
basis of everything. Truth is lord in the world, virtue always rests on truth*
All things are founded on truth; nothing is higher than it. Why should I not
be true to my promise, and faithfully observe the truthful injunction given by
my father? Neither through covetousness nor delusion nor ignorance will I,
overpowered by darkness, break through the barrier of truth, but remain true
to my promise by my father. How shall I, having promised to him that I would
reside in the forest, transgress his injunction and do what Bharata recommends.
Professor Max Midler's translation.
Laws of nature are expressions of Truth, and Virtues are but forms of